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SUB J : AMBASSADOR MEETS WITH FORIEGN MINISTER 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER DE LA FLOR CALLED AMBASSADOR TO 
MINISTRY ON MAY 22 FOR ONE AND A HALF HOUR CONVERSATION. 

WHILE PRINCIPAL TOPIC DISCUSSED WAS CIVIL AIR PROBLEM (SEPTEL), 
MEETING TOUCHED ON SEVERAL OTHER ASPECTS OF U.S./PERUVIAN 
RELATIONS. 

2. TWO U.S. PROTESTS TO GOP: 

A. MINISTER REFERRED TO TWO RECENT PROTESTS U.S. HAS 
MADE TO GOP, THE FIRST ON GOP EFFORT TO HOLD PRELIMINARY RUMP 
SESSION WITHOUT U.S. PARTICIPATION PRIOR TO OASGA, AND THE 
SECOND OVER GOP'S FULSOME CONGRATULATIONS TO VIET CONG FOR 
THEIR VECTORY OVER "IMPERIALISM." BOTH CASES, HE SAID. WERE 
INSTANCES OF OVERREACTION BY A BIG, DEVELOPED COUNTRY TO 
PLAUSIBLE MOVES BY A SMALL. LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRY. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 122303 

NOTHING SINISTER SHOULD HAVE BEEN READ INTO PERU'S EFFORT TO 
CALL MEETING PRELIMINARY TO OASGA; PURPOSE WAS TO GET LATINS 
TO TALK MATTERS OVER AMONG THEMSELVES ("YOU KNOW HOW LATINS 
ARE- WE LIKE TO TALK."), AND TO UNDERTAKE SOME ADVANCE PREPAR- 
ATION FOR SESSION SO THAT SUBSEQUENT FORMAL MEETINGS WOULD BE 
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MORE BUSINESSLIKE AND PRODUCTIVE. UNFORTUNATELY, U.S. OFFICIALS 
DO NOT UNDERSTAND LATIN MENTALITY (SIC) AND SO MININTERPRETED 
PERU'S EFFORTS. 

B. TURNING TO U.S. PROTEST OVER GOPS VIET CONG RECOG- 
NITION, DE LA FLOR SAID THAT ACTING DIRECTOR GENERAL DE LA 
PUENTE HAD TELEPHONED HIM THAT SAME NIGHT (MAY 9) TO TELL 
HIM OF AMBADDADOR'S DEMARCHE. MINISTER SAID PROTEST CAUGHT HIM 
COMPLETELY BY SURPRISE, SINCE HE HAD BEEN WITH SECRETARY 
KISSINGER BOTH THAT DAY AND THE DAY BEFORE, AND THE SECRETARY 
HAD MADE NO MENTION OF IT. DE LA FLOR GRANTED THAT SUBJECT WAS 
RAISED DURING HIS MEETING WITH SECRETARY THE NEXT DAY. MINISTER 
WENT ON TO DEFEND GOP ACTION, NOTING THAT IT IS CONSISTENT WITH 
GOP S THIRD WORLD POLICY AND DOES NOT MEAN THAT GOP SHARES 
COMMUNIST IDEOLOGY. NOTING THE TIMING OF THE TWO U.S. PROTESTS, 

DE LA FLOR COMMENTED THAT DEMARCHE ON VIET CONG RECOGNITION WAS 
PROBABLY RESULT OF U.S. UNHAPPINESS OVER PERU'S PRELIMINARY OAS 
MEETING AND WOULD NOT OTHERWISE HAVE BEEN MADE. AMBASSADOR 
SAID THIS NOT THE CASE AND DREW MINISTER'S ATTENTION TO OUR 
SIMILAR PROTEST TO INDIA. U.S. COULD BE EXPECTED TO MAKE 
SIMILAR PROTEST IN ALL CASES IN WHICH OTHER COUNTRIES GLORIGY 
VICTORY OF COMMUNISM OVER NATIONS WE HAVE BEFRIENDED. 

3. GULF EXPROPRIATION: DE LA FLOR SAID HE HAD BEEN DISTURBED 

BY QUESTIONS ASKED HIM IN WHASINGTON AS TO WHETHER GULF EXPRO- 
PRIATION WAS IN RESPONSE TO TWO U.S. PROTESTS. THIS OF COURSE 
NOT THE CASE. EXPROPRIATION WAS SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT IN WHICH, 

FOR QUITE DISTINCT REASONS, PERU FELT IT MUST ACT AS IT DID. 

MINISTER SAID HE HAD ALSO BEEN ASKED WHY THERE HAD BEEN NO 
PRIOR CONSULTATION WITH U.S. THIS. HE SAID, WAS BECAUSE DECI- 
SION HAD BEEN MADE IN CABINET MEETING AND THERE HAD BEEN NO 
TIME TO CONSULT. (NOTE: HERE MINISTER CONTRADICTED ACTING 
SECRETARY GENERAL DE LA PUENTE, WHO HAD EARLIER TOLD AMBASSADOR 
THAT DECISION TO EXPROPRIATE WAS TEAKN SHORTLY AFTER MAY 2 
REVELATION OF GULF BRIBERY ACTIONS.) MINISTER THEN COMPLAINED 
THAT U.S. PRESS IN TYPICAL FASHION HAD TREATED EXPROPRIATION 
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AS CONFISCATION; THIS IS NOT THE CASE AND PERU INTENDS MAKE 
FULL COMPENSATION. DE LA FLOR COMMENTED HE WAS USED TO POOR 
TREATMENT AT HANDS OF U.S. PRESS, BUT THIS TO BE EXPECTED 
CONSIDERING FACT THAT HE DEALT WITH DIFFICULT ISSUES SUCH AS 
CUBA. 

4. PERUVIAN PRESS TREATMENT OF U.S.: AMBASSADOR SAID THAT 

ONE ELEMENT CONTRIBUTING TO MOOD DE LA FLOR FOUND IN WASHINGTON 
IS THAT USG AND BUSINESS COMMUNITY HAVE BECOME SENSITIZED BY 
CONSTANT BARRAGE OF ANTI-U.S. STATEMENTS ON PART OF PERUVIAN 
PRESS AND SOME GOP OFFICIALS. DE LA FLOR RESPONDED THAT U.S. 

SHOULD NOT BE SO THIN-SKINNED. AFTER ALL, PRESS IS MADE UP OF 
MANY DIFFERENT ELEMENTS RANGING ALL THE WAY TO TROTSKYITES, 

AND THESE ELEMENTS STATE THEIR OPINIONS FREELY, SOMETIMES TO 
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THE OFFINSE OF OTHER COUNTRIES. U.S. IS NOT ALONE. IN ONE 
TEN-DAY PERIOD, DE LA FLOR RECALLED, HE HAD RECEIVED PROTESTS 
FROM THE US., THE USSR, ARGENTINA, CHILE AND YUGOSLAVIA. 

AMBASSADOR RESPONDED THAT ONE BIG DIFFERENCE IS THAT ATTACKS 
ON U.S. ARE CONSTANT AND UNENDING. DE LA FLOR DEMURRED, BUT 
WAS SILENT WHEN AMBASSADOR ASKED HIM IF HE COULD CITE ONE 
RECEINT ARTICLE FAVORABLE TOWARD UNITED STATES. 

5. U.S. /PERUVIAN RELATIONS: AMBASSADOR SAID THAT AS PRACTICAL 
MATTER PERU SHOULD SEEK TO COOL RHETORIC IN PRESS AND BY PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS WHILE TWO COUNTRIES SEEK TO RESOLVE ISSUES BETWEEN THEM. 
THERE ARE AFTTER ALL MANY AREAS OF COOPERATION. HERE AMBASSADOR 
MENTIONED RECENT S20-MILLION FMS CREDIT, HOT SHIP DESTROYER TRANSFER, 
SALE OF A-37B'S AND APCS, FORTHCOMING U.S. ATTITUDE AT RECENT 

PARIS MEETING OF WORLD BANK CONSULTATIVE GROUP, U.S. AID PROGRAM, 
ETC. DE LA FLOR LISTENED CAREFLLY BUT NOTED THAT U.S. HAS NOT 
RESPONDED TO PERU'S REQUEST TO BUY MORE APC'S. AMBASSADOR 
POINTED OUT THAT REQUEST NOT REJECTED BUT REMAINS UNDER STUDY, 

AND IF APPROVED PERU NOW HAD CREDITS WITH WHICH TO BUY THEM. 

DE LA FLOR COMMENTED THAT THIS IS ALL VERY WELL, BUT THAT 
U.S. ALSO GIVES MILITARY AID, AND PERHAPS MORE OF IT, TO CHILE. 
AMBASSADOR SAID THE REVERSE WAS TRUE-PERU IS RECEIVING AID, 

BUT CHILE WILL NOT. MINISTER RESPONDED, "AH, BUT THERE ARE 
WAYS." 

6. TENSION WITH CHILE: AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED MILD SURPRISE 

AT DE LA FLOR'S CONCERN OVER ARMS PURCHASES BY CHILE. HE SAID 
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IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION THAT PERU HAD MADE CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS 
IN EFFORT TO DEFUSE TENSION WITH CHILE. HERE AMBASSADOR RE- 
FERRED TO PRESIDENT VELASCO'S DISARMAMENT INITIATIVE, AYACUCHO 
DECLARATION, SUBSEQUENT DISARMAMENT MEETINGS, GESTURES OF 
FRIENDSHIP ON PERUVIAN/CHILEAN BORDER, ETC. THESE EFFORTS 
APPEAR TO HAVE ACHIEVED GOOD RESULTS, AND PERU IS TO BE CON- 
GRATULATED. DE LA FLOR SEEMED PLEASED AND MOLLIFIED. 

7. VIST TO U.S. OF COMMERCE MINISTER ARIAS: AMBASSADOR 
ASKED DE LA FLOR ABOUT ARIAS VISIT TO WASHINGTON. MINISTER 
REPLIED THAT ARIAS HAD TOLD HIM HE "HAD VERY GOOD VISIT" AND 
HAD REMARKED FAVORABLY ON CALLS AT AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE. 
AMBASSADOR ASKED WHY ARIAS HAD CANCELLED SCHEDULED APPOINTMENTS 
AT STATE AND TREASURY AS WELL AS NEW YORK VISIT. DE LA FLOR 

SAID HE WAS UNDER IMPRESSION ARIAS HAD COMPLETED WASHINGTON 
VISIT; WHEN AMBASSADOR SAID THIS NOT IN FACT THE CASE, DE LA 
FLOR SAID HE "DIDN'T KNOW ABOUT THAT", BUT THAT ARIAS WAS 
EXHAUSTED BY HIS LONG EUROPEAN TRIP AND THEREFORE NOT UP TO 
VISITING NEW YORK. (COMMENT: THIS LAME EXCUSE WAS THE ONLY 
ONE DE LA FLOR HAD FOR ARIAS' FAILURE TO COMPLETE HIS PROGRAM. 

WE ARE PUZZLED BY ARIAS' ACTION AND CANNOT YET ACCOUNT FOR IT.) 

DEAN UNQUOTE KISSINGER 
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